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Abstract The fine structures of mature spermatozoa were studied using TEM
and SEM for 38 gobioid species, representing six families. Spermatogenesis was
observed for three species. Gobioid spermatozoa were found to be exceptionally
diversified, comprising most of the known teleostean sperm morphs. They were
classified into 6 types based on a combination of morphological characters: Type |
(20 species, including Rhyacichthys aspro)—Nucleus ovoidal to spherical, with
distinct or indistinct hiatus in chromatin on lateral surface: single mitochondrion,
located opposite chromatin in all but one species; single flagellum. Type II (8
species, including Sicvopterus japonicus)—Spherical nucleus without hiatus in
chromatin; mitochondria numerous, in several longitudinal columns around base
of flagellum; single flagellum. Type III (3 species of Odontobutidae and 4 species
of Gobionellinae)—Nucleus spherical to cone-shaped; numerous, multilayered mi-
tochondria; single flagellum. Type IV (Leucopsarion petersi)—Spherical nucleus
with special anterior accessory; numerous irregularly-shaped mitochondria, around
base of flagellum; two flagella. Type V (Prereleotris hanae)—Nucleus bell-shaped,
anteriorly attenuated; mitochondria numerous, spherical, around base of flagellum;
single flagellum. Type VI (Schindleria sp.)—Nucleus elongate, cylindrical, pene-
trated by flagellum to well beyond anterior tip; single mitochondrion enclosing fla-
gellum at base; single flagellum. Comparison between these types and current gob-
iod systematics revealed the following points: (1) Rhyacichthyidae and the two
subfamilies of Eleotridae shared uniform sperm morphology within Type 1. (2)
Types [V. V and VI were distinct in having exceptional features. (3) Of six families
of Gobioidei, Gobiidae has the most diversified sperm morphology. In addition,
present grouping of sperm morphs was compared with gobioid phylogenies de-
rived from molecular evidence. Results suggested that spermatozoa are potentially
useful in evaluating the relationships within the Gobioidei.

Author: Ocean Research Institute, University of Tokyo, 1-15—1, Minamidai,
Nakano, Tokyo 164-8639, Japan (e-mail: mhara@ori.u-tokvo.ac.jp)
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Table 1. Collection data and methods of fixation of materials examined
Family Subfamily Species Location/Date Fixatives*
Rhyacichthyidae Rhyacichthys aspro Urauchi River, Iriomote Is., A
Okinawa Pref. July, 1993
Odontobutidae Odontobutis obscura Kibitani River, Kaizuka City, B
Oosaka Pref. July, 1999
Odontobutis interrupta Korea May, 1999 A
Odontobutis platycephala Korea May, 1999 A
Eleotridae Eleotrinae Eleotris fusca Nishiyabe River, Okinawa Pref. A
August, 1997
Eleotris acanthopoma Teima River, Okinawa Pref. B
July, 1998
Eleotris melanosoma Nakama River, Iriomote Is., A
Okinawa Pref. June, 1982
Butinae Butis butis The Philippines A
April, 1981
Butis amboinensis Iriomote Is., Okinawa Pref. A
July, 1993
Bostrychus sinensis Yonada River, Iriomote [s., A
Okinawa Pref. August, 1978
Gobiidae Oxudercinae Periophthalmus modestus Man Lake, Okinawa Pref. A
March, 1999
Scartelaos histophorus Nakagusuku Bay, Okinawa Pref. C
June, 1999
Boleophthalmus pectinirostris Ariake Sound, Saga Pref. B
June, 2001
Sicydiinae Sicyopterus japonicus Tonta River, Wakayama Pref. B
September, 2002
Amblyopinae  Odontamblyopus lacepedii Ariake Sound, Saga Pref. B
August, 2001
Gobionellinae  Acanthogobius flavimanus Hayama Inshore, Kanagawa Pref. B
February. 1999
Rhinogobius sp. CB Genka River, Okinawa Pref. B
March, 1996
Rhinogobius sp. DA Genka River, Okinawa Pref. B
March, 1996
Tridentiger kuroiwae Genka River, Okinawa Pref. B
February, 1997
Tridentiger brevispinis Oota River, Shizuoka Pref.
April, 2001
Gymnogobius breunigii Orikasa River, Iwate Pref. B
March, 1999
Gymnogobius urotaenia Orikawa River, Iwate Pref. B
May, 2001
Gymnogobius petschiliensis ~ Orikasa River, Iwate Pref. B
May, 2001
Luciogobius guttatus Kawachi River. Shizuoka Pref. B

April, 1998
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Table 1. (Continued)
Family Subfamily Species Location/Date Fixatives*
Leucopsarion petersii Hatauchi River, Shizuoka Pref.
April, 1998
Gobiidae Gobiinae Eviota prasina Sata Cape, Kagoshima Pref. B
September, 1982
Amblygobius phalaena Sesoko Is. Inshore, Okinawa Pref. B
August, 1998
Acentrogobius viridipunctatus Nakagusuku Bay. Okinawa Pref. B
April, 1999
Acentrogobius pflaumii Oota River, Shizuoka Pref. B
May, 2001
Pleurosicva muscarum Sesoko Is. Inshore. Okinawa Pref. B
July, 1998 !
Valenciennea longipinnis Sesoko Is. Inshore, B
Okinawa Pref. August, 1998
Paragobiodon echinocephalus Sesoko Is. Inshore, B
Okinawa Pref. January, 1997
Cryptocentrus Sesoko Is. Inshore, B
caeruleomaculatus Okinawa Pref. August, 1998
Bryaninops yongei Sesoko Is. Inshore, B
Okinawa Pref. June, 1996
Fusigobius humeralis Sesoko Is. Inshere, B
Okinawa Pref. June, 1996
Favonigobius gymnauchen Oota River, Shizuoka Pref. B
June, 2001
Microdesmidae Ptereleotrinae  Ptereleotris hanae Awashima Port, B
Shizuoka Pref. August. 1998
Schindleriidae Schindleria sp. Motobu New Port, B

Okinawa Pref. December, 1998

* A Testes were dissected from formalin-fixed specimens and re-fixed with 8% paraformaldehyde in 0.1 M phos-
phate buffer. B. 2% paraformaldehyde-2% glutaraldehyde in 0.1 M cacodylate buffer. C. 8% paraformaldehyde in

0.1 M phosphate buffer.
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Fig. 1. Fundamental structure of gobioid fish sper-
matozoon. n: nucleus; hc: hiatus in chromatin; if:
implantation fossa; pc: proximal centriole: dc: distal
centriole; lcc: lateral centriolar connection: m: mito-
chondrion; f: flagellum; fi: fin : ax: axoneme: dm: dou-
blet microtubule.
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V3Nt Rhyacichthys aspro (Fig. 2A)
WTofkix, BE1.3um, MH12umDIZITEET
HY, HOMEIZIF04um, FEX03umDERE
Fo. HoHRIIMH#EROBER ABATR S
5. BAO 7z a<F L, ¥ BRI
(BOEHE) L TEROEFFEE IS, oM
KRG X, BAOEIDH . BOWMER AR
EEI L/ IMEPLE L, 209 boEiih.0F
PO IROEESMHRET S, B—DItar Y
TIZEFE0.6 um DK% % L, HOMEOERL
EPRGHHICAE L, BOERIMEMWEICET S.
HUVIMEKE IS My ) 7ORKE% 85 EE &
e, Mokmh»okinEF TOESIE, Ihar
RO T7HMETHHE (I har B 7/ 278,

K> Odontobutis obscura (Fig. 2B, C)
BYoekd30um, #IIES1.6um, 1.3 um
DYIZTH A, SEMETIZ, BOEREIZAE
B [MA%% % (Fig. 2B). BNO 7 0= F 33
WICRME L, T4 ICEREZELY, 2RKOBTH
BZIEE > (Fig. 2C). B O PR O v i
ERRABOSTER S, F B OFANES
B, INEBEZRT BERM LT IEHIER AN
WEL, TI251KOMESMET S (Fig.
20). DI ra Ly FYTIE, EE0.5-08umdD
BRI T, WEDEILEMY) %< (Fig. 2B.C). Ik
IR TOr)ATIEE T T LBEONERR
BIRICR CFEL, A IIIMMBER AT - T
W5, MEOHREEOBBEIEEIEIBIE S,
Z O (LR BTV 5 (Fig. 2B, Q).
t~v4%32 K>3 Odontobutis interrupta
(Fig. 2D) HFO#IIESS55um, EEILOIG
A1LTum OFEFRTH B, I D & Kl Eh
(D) BT O THIC &R AT 5 25, Jedin
3904 umE N HH 5. BERAO70<F 21, K
ELARE—H BRI L T b 7200k
HIZMMNA S D, Fro =Ry E6), &R0E

FREIIE . ORI TR O RV HEE
AT E N, I ZIEMPLTFHPMNET 5.
N EERRT BEM P LTIIHEER A0S
BEL, CTI20L1KOHWEIMETSL. HED 3
Fary Y7, WIFNROER LOumAI{ZDEKIE
T, MIEOERTHERBIZIY & <. WEOHMAHE
EOB PN EEABIE S NS,

a924 KR>3 Odontobutis platycephala
(Fig. 2E, F) #BFO#ZIER S 2.5um, EHEHO
MEAS1.3 um OFAIRTH 5. #iTSEimEhix < CTF
0.8 um (ZFENTHIC 2 548, Fimidfh04umiE D
HH A (Fig. 2E). HHO 7 0<F L IITKELRY
— BRI L TV A 7o IO RIE MM AT
HY, A lZRLIECVERODETFEEISG
(Fig. 2E). #ZOFEIIZFER O &\ ERR AL
MER SN, ZIIGEMHLTFANESTS. I
EHERTHEMP LT IIHEERBABDOIIALE
L, 2I05 I ROWMENSMET S (Fig. 2F). #
BoIbary Y7L, FNENHEFE0S-1 um
DERFT, | KOHEDOEEL X I & < (Fig. 2E).

T YUY hD T+ 3 Eleotris fusca
(Fig. 3A) HBFoOHIEIES23um, MR19um®D
g T Y, HOMMEICHE I um, w3203 um D
O— MROFEAZFFD., ORIz, L THERY
MR OBERAMASER I NS, ZEHAD 7 O<
FURIKREGBIRIGEMH L TV E720, BOKHE
MY H B 05, BROBEBFEEIE V. Ho
Wikikg X, WHOILVEADES THEL 25, K
DHFEFE AL D IR EB I R AL P O FAME L, o
NEBERT LEMP LT I ROWESHET
5., B—D I bay M) TIEEEFE L um DIKIL T,
BOMHEDOER L IFOHNIAE L, OZEKE
EHEEICHET S, PvMREI PO Y R T DR
REZ@ELEE AL E, BOEHDLEmETO
3L, I hary FY7HIE .

FF7E KX Eleotris acanthopoma (Fig.
3B-D) #HFDL£EII30um T, HIFEZ23um,
I 1.9 um DIIIIEL T % (Fig. 3B, C). SEM{ET
&, BOERMMIABAZMMNMDH Y, KD H
L L TNAMEIZIE2um, B S 0.1 um D/HE
LR %D (Fig. 3C). B AEER OHi
ERAESTER SIS, OO~ F 23—
YRR ICRHE L TEFEEIRIS V. BoBRE
&, AR BV TIR0.2 um 272 o THIE
ENY, MEEMRABICEZZIRTABOR KK L
HINAIEATE ) (Fig. 3D). B OWEERT AIK D & iEES
WM AFLTFAME L, SNEERT SHEMA
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Foo | KROWEIMET L. B—DIba v F
) TIXEZE0.9 um DERILT, HOKImERAFIE DK
IR ENAIE L, HOEKEEWEIET S
(Fig. 3C, D). I FIXFYTOr)ATIISFEE
RO/ ERCHIIRICE CFE L, I
HFRRIATE E o T B (Fig. 3D). HIE D filiki# G
1394+28IT, ZOFEHIZEEEIBE I NS (Fig.
3B. D). FlvMEE I b Y FYTORKEEMW
LPHEH B E, BOkE,bEmE TORSIE,
ISPV TRERDORDALET B (oK
fi]) TR U T& % (Fig. 3D).

ZFHANE  Eleotris melanosoma (Fig. 3E)
BFOZIIES 1L4um, TR1.4um DT, HD
HIHEIZIE0.4 um, BE02um DEAZFHFD. oD
PSR AS RO MER AR SN D, #
ADr7a<Fd, ¥—2ERIKIRE L CET
FHEIIE. ORI, WEOERED )
V. K OEEER AL FGEER T T AR
L, SNEERTLEMPLTHE I RKOHEEHD
WETS., B—0 I ba s F)7IEEZ09um,
& 0.7 mm DT, FLORIHDEI & (R
IZMEL, MOERERE I RKOWEICHET L. b
IWMEE I PV R TORKBERWAINIiE A D
L, Bo%mErLHmETIE, I hay YT
DIEDZE L TRV, BSIZZEFLETH .

/a¥YNE Butis butis (Fig. 3F) #¥Fo
HIZES 1.3um, 1812 um DIEIFERFT, Bl
EIZME02 um, EZ 0.1 um DEVEARTFED, #
DHRIITZEL S 5 V- P o 8T FG AU,
ZEREPFIE LTS, BADO a5 i3l —
RERRLKIZIBAM L, T4l ElE &0, &
BFEFEEIS. BKoBREIE, WREOERERS
HIE . BMOMERR AR O RIEHI AP O
fLBL, SHEBERTLERMPLF2S IADH
EVMETL., B—DItary P 7RERE
0.7 um DERILT, BOEHR LI ALE L
BOEKHEWEIET S, fulvMRE I bay
N 7ORKZFEZ WL EAD L, KON o
ZImETIE, I bhay MY THOERHIILVD, &
SFEFFEETH 5.

YIv2/ax)nt Butis amboinensis
(Fig. 3G) HBTOIEIEZ09um, TH0.7um®
[ZIFERTEZT, HOMEIZIH02 um, HFEE0.1 um D
EWER RO, Boddil, EUeN#EOHE
FRABA TR S NE, BNO o< F i3l —7%
BRI IR L CRFEE ARV, Ko
B DL NZEAE T E . HOBEER AR i

EEHIE IR LFSEL, ChEERT SEM
HOF2 5 | RKOBEN;HRT S, B—D I 2
¥R TR0 um DERIET, HOEAE IR
HENIALE L, BOEBKHEWMEICET L. .l
IMEREI P R TORKELZBEDIEEADL L,
BofmrbiknE TSI, 2IEZFELTHA.

V4 / ANt Bostrychus sinensis (Fig.
3H) BFoFIERES1.2um, 181.2 um OERIE T,
HOMIHIZIE0.8 um, FE02um DU — MROE
A FED. BOHF I MR OHEENR AT
ENDE. BNO 7 O<F VA2 RIKI iR
L, i1l z &80, 2FEOBTFEEIIE .
MOk L, HHOEAIG THEV., FOWE
M A DORFEIEM A LFAMNEL, ThEE
BT 5 M LTHH I RKOWEIMBET S, B
—DI MY N TIIHEEL um OERIZT, O
MOBEAREAIFFIIALEL, BOEKHEHWE
TS, Pul/MEREI VY R TORKER
WMBHEAEHD L, BOEHE,OEKETIE, I
a2 B T RIOEATA < THEL.

NENE  Periophthalmus modestus (Fig.
4A) BT OKIEEE 1.25um, 1§ 1.25 um DK
Thb. BOTRIZHERO L C#IENR AN T
MENb, BN 70T o0d, BIRIZERHLT
Frailzlaz &0, 2R0BFRE IS, &
DHIEG AIHOFIEERIZ, AL F T & E AL A
FHRASEOMETHNEL, EMPLTF2H IR
DOWFEN;MET S, H—DI bary P TRES
0.8 um, M1 um DFEMILT, O LHEEIZ
BTA., IbaYNYTOZ) ATIIEIRIZEE
T4, PL/MREI P N TORKELES
HxAhbdE, BOkEhokimE COESIE, 3
Fay B 7ML .

NA47 Nt  Scartelaos histophorus (Fig.
4B, C) BT 0£EII32um T, #ZIIEZE13um
DT THAH. SEMETIE, HOESKREIIAHEL
ZMMAH Y, HOMIEIZIE0.5 um DEMR F FD
(Fig. 4B). BOHERIZKE 2R O AL
PR SINAE, BAO 7 0<F I3k E LIk
AR L THV Y, BREERE. MOENEI
ERMIZEC, BmFHffEOMB0.3 um, ES
03um DHFHTRDHHNT, ZOEHF THEEMRA
WUZZE JRT B R EHKIE LM IEAE 9 (Fig. 4C).
¥ OMEER A O RIEESIZ, H LT L EAF
LFVHSEOAETMEL, EMFOLTFH2H I
KOWENMMMET L, B—D I bar FYTIRE
F12umDEFT, BOREIFFENIALE L,
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BOBEEEH L WEICHET S (Fig 4B,C). I hav
K707 ) AT138 £ &F RBO/NEIRLHIR
WEEZEL, EHICEMMBERASEE > T05
(Fig. 4C). WEEDO#RHEEII9+28IT, ZDREMH
WEENED S 0, O LRI S (Fig.
4C). FA/MEE I P Y RY TORKELEALHE
rhBHE, MOkmhobHEmETORSIE, Ik
I B 7HIAE - (Fig. 4C).

Ly Ay Boleophthalmus pec-
tinirostris (Fig. 4D, E) # T O &£KEI1320um
T, BIEES1.7um, B13umDIIHETH 5
(Fig. 4D). SEM{%TI3, BOERMEIIAHE] %M
(h7%d % (Fig. 4D). D FEIECER 2> & S5 v 50 12 [A)
Ho TR IR OBERABATER S5,
BAO 7 a<xF JI38IRICER L, Fra ot
BUVERNLETEE ISV, BEOWERAD
BRI, SRR LT LR LT A4S ED
METMEL, ZMPLF2O I RKOHEIME
354 (Fig. 4E). E—D I a2 > FY 7 I3EER
LS5um DKL T, BOEEHEWEITHET S, 3
NI RYT7O7 ) AFIEEF ST RRONEIR
RHIRIZZEL, EREIIIBHIER A E - Tw
% (Fig. 4E). MEEDEMIZEEEITED b, [
DjiEd & % (Fig. 4D). H.Lv/MEE I b
YR TORKEEZELIEEADL L, EOLmH
LEMITORESIE, I har FY 7HH»EW
(Fig. 4E).

+R ™ Xt  Sicyopterus japonicus (Fig.
4F, G) BFOERIF20um T, HIFEE 1.6 um
DIFTH 5 (Fig. 4F). SEMETIE, #HOLEKM
WAHEN 2 MY AYEHEE SN D (Fig. 4F). RO 2
O~<F 3 —RERARICEREL, DT 2Lzl
rEUVERN L EFEREIIEV (Fig. 4G). &I
HEMRABIIER S NS, BOREHOI I
L AR LFAEYILCHE L, A
FH o 1 ROEEIMHET S (Fig. 4G). HEEDAE
PR BNR AR SN, ZOMKIIR MU S
(Fig. 4G). I ba ¥ FYTIIHRIRT, BEI EZD
FRIEER A SHEE DI F TH B I & { (Fig.
4F,G). I P F)TOII)ATFIIETEELTE
D/NEIRRPHEIRICE CHHEL, 6 R
AiEE o TV b (Fig. 4G).

7 2 AR Odontamblyopus lacepedii
(Fig. 5A-D) HBFDLEIIBunT, BIIES
1.5um, 181.7um®I3IZEF,TH S (Fig. 5A, B).
SEM T, BOERHE AWM SH S (Fig.
5B). RO 7 0<F 3 —RERUIRIZIER L2

AW 2 EFEEIIPEETH 5 (Fig. 5C). HDk
EERICE /NS BWMEMRABDIER SN, £
N OFAMEST S, INEERT SR
TIIHFERRABOINIMEL, ZIZ25 1 ROHE
EVHET S, H30EOI 3y MY TIIERE
03 um D/NSBIKET, ENODPEKOFEES
HEDHKE T TEIY &KV TV 5 (Fig. 5B, D). 3

Far R 707 ) 27138 F T RBONEIR
PHIRICE S REZEL, EEICEHMBERGEE -
T\ 5 (Fig. 5D). #IEDOFEMICEEIEIBIZE I
% (Fig. 5B. C).

v\t  Acanthogobius flavimanus (Fig.
5E-H) HBFo&EFsoum &L, HITERE
L6 um DI TH 5. SEMIETIE, BOEKREIZ
oMYA S B (Fig. SE). BAD 7 0~<F 213
INSRBRIRICIRAE L, BT4ICERL BT, &
W 7EFHEEIIHEE TH 5 (Fig. SE G). B0k
JREIC T V< RID /NS e B AT &
EBRIGEMN LTIV ET S, CHEETTSE
LR OFIETERICALEL, 2226 1 ROHEES
ME$ 5 (Fig. 5G). 98D I ba» F) 7k
FNENDEE08 um FTEDOIIMIZT, WEDLE
WM&, IFaryFIT7o2) A7, #
K, NEK DR EORRERL, HEIZE
MANTERATE E o T\ B (Fig. SH). HIEOHA1E
EIZ9R2 BT, TORMICEEEIBIEIND
(Fig. 5F, H).

v23a¥ /iKY Rhinogobius sp. CB (Fig.
B6A-C) HTFo&FI28um T, HIFEEIS5um
DEF.THAH. SEMIETIE, HOLEKMEIIAHL
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Fig. 2. TEM and SEM of spermatozoa. Abbreviations as in F ig. 1. Rhvacichthys aspro (A), Odon-
tobutis obscura (B, C), Odontobutis interrupta (D), Odontobutis platycephala (E, F).





