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Abstract On 15 April 1998, a single specimen of an agonid fish (153 mm SL,
sex unknown) was collected from the western North Pacific, 37°59'N, 142°09'E
(off Miyagi Pref., Honshu, Japan), at 700 m depth (3.4°C bottom temperature).
This specimen is identified with Bathyagonus nigripinnis Gilbert, owing to the
agreement of following characters with diagnosis of the species: first preopercular
spine with a supplementary spine, no barbels on mandible, lower jaw projecting
forward beyond upper jaw, lachrymal with serrated ridge and margins, 45 lateral
line plates and all fins being bluish black, although the minor differences, which
can be regarded as the intraspecific variation, between present specimen and previ-
ous descriptions of B. nigripinnis were also recognized in the numbers of the dor-
sal fin ray, caudal fin ray and middorsal plate, and lengths of head and pectoral fin.
This record represents a first occurrence of this species from Japan.

*Corresponding author: The Hokkaido University Museum, 3-1-1 Minato-cho,
Hakodate, Hokkaido 041-8611, Japan (e-mail: imamura@museum.hokudai.ac.jp)
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Fig. 1. Lateral view of Bathyagonus nigripinnis, HUMZ 155040, 153 mm in standard length, off

Miyagi Pref., northern Japan.

vakoEL
Bathyagonus nigripinnis Gilbert, 1890
(Fig. 1)

Bathyagonus nigripinnis Gilbert, 1890: 89 (original
description; coast of Washington and Oregon); Jor-
dan and Evermann, 1898: 2422 (description; Aleut-
ian Islands, Bering Sea, south to coast of Washing-
ton); Soldatov and Lindberg, 1930: 305 (diagnosis;
Aleutian Islands to coast of Washington); Clemens
and Wilby, 1949: 286, fig. 208 (description; Wash-
ington to northwestern Alaska); _FBF, 1967: 25 (di-
agnosis; east coast of Kamchatka through Bering
Sea and Gulf of Alaska to Washington); Kanayama,
1991: 73, fig. 27 (description; Oregon through
Washington, British Colombia and Alaska to Bering
Sea).

A HUMZ 155040, fE#EKE 153 mm (sex
unknown), B 3R (37°59'N, 142°09'E), 7K iE
700 m (E/Kif 3.4°C), *+ v ¥ — b0 —), 19984F
4A15H, ®EF LK.
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Table 1. Counts and proportional measurements of Bathyagonus nigripinnis
Present specimen Kanayama (1991) Gilbert (1890)
(HUMZ 155040) (Original description)
Number of specimens 1 19 —kE
SL* 153 124-204 —
Counts
Dorsal fin rays VI-5 VI-VIII-6-7 VII-6-7
Anal fin rays 8 68 7
Pectoral fin rays 14 14-17 —
Pelvic fin rays L2 [,2 I,2
Caudal fin rays 7+5 6+5 —
Gill rakers 1+1+13 0-2+0-1+11-17 —
Branchiostegal rays 6 6 —
Middorsal plates 18 15-17 —
Dorsolateral plates 26 25-28 —
Supralateral plates 43 3943 —
Lateral line plates 45 42-46 44
Infralateral plates 40 3842 —
Ventrolateral plates 23 21-27 —
Midventral plates 19 16-19 —
Predorsal plates 7 7-8 7
Proportions as % SL (and in SL, HL,* BW,* CPD* or PAL*)
HL (in SL) 19.5(5.1) — (4.5-5.0) —(4.8)
Predorsal length (in SL) 28.3(3.5) —(3.2-3.6) — ()
Preanal length (in SL) 43.3(2.3) — () — ()
Prepelvic (in SL) 19.7(5.1) — () — ()
Pectoral fin length (in SL) 16.1(6.2) — (5.1-6.0) — ()
Pelvic fin length (in SL) 5.1(19.6) —(13.0-23.5) — ()
Caudal fin length (in SL) 12.3(8.1) —(7.2-10.6) — ()
Snout length (in HL) 5.4 (3.6) —(3.3-3.6) — ()
Orbital diameter (in HL) 7.0 (2.8) —(2.7-3.1) —(2.6)
Interorbital width (in HL) 1.9 (10.3) —(9.3-13.5) — ()
Dorsal fin length (in HL) 9.0(2.2) —(2.0-2.4) — ()
Anal fin length (in HL) 9.4(2.1) —(2.1-2.6) — ()
Dorsal fin base length (in HL) 20.8(1.4) — () — ()
Anal fin base length (in HL) 16.1(1.2) — () — ()
Body width (in BW) 9.6 (0.9) —(0.7-0.9) — ()
Caudal peduncle width (in CPD) 1.8 (1.0) —(0.7-1.0) — ()
Pelvic-anus length (in PAL) 2.8(8.7) — (8.6-15.4) — ()

* SL, standard length; HL, head length: BW, body width; CPD, caudal peduncle depth: PAL, pelvic-anal length.
** Gilbert (1890) did not mention on the concrete number of his materials, stating “Many specimens from station
3073, in 477 fathoms.”
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