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Discovery of a Megamouth Shark from Japan

A megamouth shark was discovered in Japan on
January 23, 1989. Its body was found stranded on
the sandy beach of Hamamatsu City in Shizuoka
Prefecture. Some photographs (below) were taken
and sent to me, but very unfortunately, the body
had been washed away by the waves and lost soon
after the discovery, the photographer reported. It
was an adult male, estimated more than 4 meters
in total length. Although the body was not secured,
this is the first record of the megamouth shark from
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the western Pacific, and seems to be the fourth
record in the world.
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