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Note of a Hawkfish Oxycirrhites typus from
the Coast of Izu, Japan

Akira Ochiai and Hajime Masuda

In February 10, 1974, a strange hawkfish,
47.0mm in standard length, 56.5mm in total
length, referred to Oxycirrhites typus Bleeker,
which has not previously been reported from
Japan was taken at a depth of 40 meter on the
coast of Izu, Shizuoka Prefecture. The fish is
characterized by having peculiar pectoral fin, the
lower several rays of which are unbranched and
thickened, elongated snout, well-serrated pre-
opercle and the slender body with reddish fret-
work. The specimen examined here agrees with
Bleeker’s holotype and other specimens of the
species obtained from some tropical seas of the
Indo-Pacific except for larger eye (4.8 in head
length for the present specimen, 5.5 to 6.4 for
others), fewer serrations of the preopercle (8
instead of 11 to 23), and moderately forked caudal
fin (slightly forked fin in the holotype).

(Department of Cultural Fisheries, Faculty of
Agriculture, Kochi University, Nangoku-shi,
Kochi Prefecture, 783, Japan: Diving Center,
Marine Science and Technology, Tokai Uni-
versity, Ito-shi, Shizuoka Prefecture, 413-02,
Japan)
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Fig. 1. Photograph of Oxycirrhites typus Bleeker, KA-1111, 47.0 mm in standard length.

Table 1.

Counts and measurements of some important characters for several speci-

mens of Oxycirrhites typus Bleeker obtained from Indo-Pacific.

Baja I Baja Baja .
Japan Califcirnia Philippines* Ca]ifc{rnia2 Calif(irnia Amboina?  Sumatra

Standard length (mm) 47.0 53.0 72.0 73.0 78.5 84.0 85.5
Lateral-line scales 47 52 51 51 53 52 53
Preopercular serrations 8 11 13 22 20 23 20
Pectoral rays ii,7,v i, 6, vi ii,7,v i,7, vi ii, 6, vi i, 7, v ii, 6, vi
In head length:

eye diameter 4.8 5.5 6.4 6.3 6.0 6.1 6.1

longest pectoral ray 1.8 1.6 2.1 1.7 1.8 2.0 1.8

3rd dorsal spine 2.5 2.7 2.7 2.6 2.8 3.0 2.6

2nd anal spine 2.7 2.6 2.7 3.0 2.7 2.6 2.5

1. Type of O. morrisi Fowler; 2. Type of O. sefroni Bohlke and Briggs; 3.

of O. rypus Bleeker.
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Randall (1963) x O. typus, O. morrisi Fowler,
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