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Record of the Pink Salmon, Oncorhynchus
gorbuscha, in the Akka River,
Honshu, Japan

Genichi Hoshiai and Ryuhei Sato

A specimen of the pink salmon, Oncorhynchus
gorbuscha (Walbaum), was caught at the lower
Akka River draining to the Pacific coast of the
northern Honshu, Japan, on September 29, 1972.

The specimen was a mature male with black
blotches on the back and tail, and 357 mm in
standard length. Scales of the specimen are small
and 164 on the lateral line. Characters of this
specimen are: anal fin rays 16, gill-rakers 28, and
pyloric caeca 108. These values are within the
range for the pink salmon which were collected
in Hokkaido and reported by Hikita (1962) as shown
in Table 1.

Akka River, where the pink salmon was caught,
;s situated about 70 km south of Oirase River along
the Pacific coast of Honshu, Japan (Sato and Sato,
1964). The return of the pink salmon has not been
previously reported from the rivers situated south
of Oirase River. Therefore, Akka River is at present
southernmost limit of the return of the pink salmon
along the Pacific coast of Honshu, Japan.

(Department of Fisheries, Faculty of Agriculture,
Tohoku University, Sendai, 980, Japan)
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Fig. 1. Akka River and adjacent regions.

Fig. 2. The pmk salmon Oncorhynchus gor-
buscha, 357 mm in standard length, found in
Akka River, Honshu, Japan.
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Table 1. Measurements and counts on the specimen found in Akka River in comparison

with those found in Hokkaido.

Specimens
Akka River Hokkaido (Hikita, 1962)
Length (mm)
total 393.0 402~675
standard 354.0
head 104.6
snout 37.3
eye diameter 12.0
body depth 82.2
caudal peduncle depth 25.2
Number
dorsal fin rays 13 12~18
anal fin rays 16 16~19
ventral fin rays 11 11~12
pectoral fin rays 15 13~17
gill rakers 124+16=28 10~15+16~22=26~33
pyloric caeca 108 91~188
scales on lateral line 164 147 ~204
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