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Abstract The geographical distribution of the endangered bagrid catfish,
Pseudobagrus ichikawai, in Gifu Prefecture, was investigated utilizing literature
records, questionnaires and field surveys. The results showed that populations of
this species had originally been distributed widely in the middle reaches of rivers
of the Kiso, Nagara, Ibi and Shonai River systems, flowing into Ise Bay (facing the
Pacific Ocean), but have been decreasing and fragmenting in upper-middle river
reaches and branches. The threatened situation of the populations, especially in
middle to small scale branches, is noted. Limiting factors of the original distribu-
tion range of this species in each river system are also discussed.
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Fig. 1. Distribution of Pseudobagrus ichikawai in Gifu Prefecture, Japan. A) Pre-1980 localities
records (established from literature and questionnaire records). B) Post-1980 localities records (litera-
ture and field survey records). [J, reported in pre-1980 literature; M, reported in 1980 and subsequent
literature; A, based on questionnaire records (past observations only); A, based on questionnaire
records (present-day observations shown in A owing to low confidence in data); @, P, ichikawai found
during field survey (*, first record); O, locality searched during not found. 1. Kiso River; 2, Nagara
R.; 3, Ibi R.; 4, Toki R. 5, Hida R.
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Fig. 2. River profiles and distribution range of Pseudobagrus ichikawai. Open and solid arrows in-
dicate upper and lower limits in the river course, respectively: Kiso River, from Kasamatsu (about 40
km from the river mouth, about 2 m height above sea level) to Nakatsugawa (110 km, 260 m); Hida

R., from junction with Kiso R. in Minokamo (71 km, 52 m) to Osaka (165km, 500 m); Nagara R.,
from Wanouchi (30 km, 0 m) to Takasu (160 km, 670 m).
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