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Makoto Okamoto*, Hitoshi Ida, Hiroya Sugisaki and Yutaka Kurita. 2002. Devel-
opment of ragfish, Icosteus aenigmaticus, (Perciformes: Icosteidae) larvae and ju-
veniles from waters off eastern Japan. Japan. J. [chthyol., 49(2): 97-102.

Abstract The larval and juvenile development of Icosteus aenigmaticus are de-
scribed, based on 21 specimens (5.2-54.6 mm in body length, BL) collected from
waters off north-eastern Japan, and compared with 3 larval specimens (5.5-25.5
mm BL) from Northeast Pacific. This report represents the first record of larvae
from Northwest Pacific and the first description of juvenile of this species. Initially,
larvae had a slender body obscured by thick membrane, but the body deepened
with the growth. Head spines were small and limited to the preopercle outer mar-
gin from onset of flexion through juvenile stages, number of spines variable 4-7.
The final fin-ray complements being established at about 25 mm BL. Postflexion
larvae and juveniles had pigmented blotches laterally on the trunk. Juveniles had
10+9 branched caudal-fin rays, a greater number than usual in percoids.

* Corresponding author: School of Fisheries Science, Kitasato University, 160—4
Okirai, Sanriku-cho, Ofunato, Iwate 022—0101, Japan (e-mail: okamako@nnet.ne.
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/]) L X3I3r=x2 7T Y Icosteus aenigmaticus
Lockington. 1880 38K E 72 A &L B & H D,
JERTFEEDOHET A S IR A/ L Tw
% (Regan. 1923; Clemens and Wilby, 1946). £
AR 2m ICETEL, MEORBIZEBLTY
505, REREEIZOVWTIRINIZIBREDEBE
OIS B2 LA SN T 5 (Abe, 1954; Fitch
and Lavenberg, 1968; £ H, 1984; I, 2000).
AEIZAXHIIEL, —HOATILAIay
Zx 77 VR R L TV 52 (Greenwood et al.,
1966; Nelson, 1994; Eschmeyer, 1998), BHMIZBI}
HRHERERIIOVTIEVESARAHTH S
(Johnson, 1993).
AVAIary=xr7IJ0FEICET A5,
IEHEKFEEDILB/BLNIAEREL S LIfTbNTE
72 (Matarese et al., 1984, 1989; Watson, 1996). L #*

L, EBERKFETIIFHEAOBBICEL TEILL
HMonTwiho/z VNE, 1988). EEL I,
1989 D 5 1994 FEDHARIIZ, FALXKEWFFEAT
& o TEBSNARMERMIZ BT B FBEE
AECTHRESNIERDO PO LAIaY
=X 2T VOFMA TG KBFETIE, b
O HARFE O ERICES W TRED R E L /7
VvV, EHIZAY T VST HENFEERED
BHITo7C.
MEE B E

AHFZE CEREE L7AZARIT 1989465 A 205 1994 4
SHETOHBIZEAMEA M2 L/ELNZHDT
»5 (Fig. 1). HFEIZIE, #AHE (OF13m, H
£ 033mm) EEELSY F (OF1S5m, BE&W
7.0mm) RV, FhFIUGE2/ v 4/ v b
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Fig. 1. Occurrence of larvae and juveniles of /cos-
teus aenigmaticus (O) in the waters off eastern Japan,
Northwest Pacific.

TIOFEORBREE%ITo7/. AL X3Iav=x
7T VOFHBIIBRR M bTRES NS, G
B-EHAFEBLIUERRERIZBIT A 4H1E
Leis and Trnski (1989) 1Zf - 7z, BEARIL5% KL<
) U TCREESNIR, 710% T8 /=il aShi.
FEOFHINIERBEMET TITV, A7 v Fid
WEEEZHWTITo 72, HFie RIESEBDE
B, BEHEDOMEZROBEIZOVTIEH AT
STV L TITo 7. RFETHW:
RIS TILERFKEZEE (FSKU) IZRE SN
TWwWh,

Icosteus aenigmaticus Lockington, 1880
ALXIaAyv_vo7Y
(Fig. 2)

B 21184K © FSKU-P 4301, 30.2 mm BL (body
length) (FE£R), 37°30'N, 149°00'E, 1989 4£5 H 16
H . FSKU-P 4302, 33.2mmBL (# &), 38°59'N,
152°59'E, 19894E 5 A 19 H. FSKU-P 4303, 24.7 mm
BL (fZ/EHIHA) , 38°30'N, 155°00'E, 198945 A 19
H. FSKU-P 4304, 48.1mmBL (#£), 38°00'N,
154°59'E, 1989 4E 5 H 20 H. FSKU-P 4305, 11.0mm
BL (JEHHEA), 38°00'N, 151°53'E, 19894E 5 H 20
H. FSKU-P 4306, 5.2mm BL (BT/EHIEH), 37°00'N,
154°00'E, 1989 4E 5 H 20 H. FSKU-P 4307, 10.3 mm
BL (JEHBHEH), 38°00'N, 151°00'E, 19894 5 A 21
H. FSKU-P 4308, 17.6mm BL (JE {i#f), 38°00'N,
ISI°11'E, 19894E 5 H 21 H . FSKU-P 4309-4313
(5fE1F), 21.6-53.2mmBL ({8 di#i—#E ),
38°32'N, 149°56'E, 1989 4£ 6 A 14 H. FSKU-P 4314,
26.7mmBL (fZfEHiH), 37°00'N, 152°00'E, 1990
#£5H 28 H. FSKU-P 43154317 (3fE 1K), 21.6-

38.0mmBL (fZJEEA-FEMH), 37°01'N, 159°58'E,
199046 A 3 H. FSKU-P 4318, 13.2mmBL (JEHH
#H), 38°31'N, 167°42'E, 19944E6 A2 H. FSKU-P
4319, 13.2mmBL (JEHI i), 38°30'N, 163°16'E,
199446 A 5 H. FSKU-P 4320, 34.7mmBL (&)
38°29'N, 152°00'E, 198945 A 18 H. FSKU-P 4321.
54.6mmBL (HE£), 37°59'N, 151°00'E. 1989 4 5
H18H.

#AEE FHEBOERL, FERRLHMET S
2L, ERPANIE, KehrEVWETEDN
2L, TEERI/NSLRSHB L, K
RRFRKHELDFICBCERIFHH L, Tt
EBEEDHMEFHAHE D SHEIETTRZ A 2
&, BLMIATARE B 22-25, ALPEELE $43-47,
B ET$65-70 (Matarese et al., 1984, 1989; Wat-
son. 1996; AFf3E) (Figs. 2A-C) R EOEMEET
LIl oTALVAIarvory r 7 IICEESN
7o, HAHIOBERIKEDOHALEREE TS
L&, BERHOMAE DY (FEESEKS50-55, &
BESH34-39, MEEESER L 4, BHEEHDL LT
BEI B 65-70) ICBWTAEKEDHEFY (AR
M - %, 1971: Hart, 1973; EFE [, 2000) &—
B L 7= (Fig. 2D).

R FHE - FHEIEE OHIEE S Table 1 1278
T RIERRR L, BiEETHE C (Fig. 24),
FEREVLEEEZRGBT 2L LHIARFTEIELL L
5. REEPEVETEDLONL, EHIIALAZT
U'h. B L BEIEERES. LB IIREL, a4
VikE R D, LI Ao hRMECHOT A, &
FREH LB A BB T AL 10mmBL Bi{£ T,
#2lmmBL FTIZETT5. OIIKELSRRT
LT, FiEZmIRBEEOBETICHS. LFEE
BTHELINDSFLINEET S, wWIIEHAO
10.3mmBL 75 & 5, MEEDOIMINI R ER A
—FNZiE s, #EF, OFF, EHEICHEETZ V.
Wimldsi <, FRATYRIBELVEV. §ik
FLEBBILIEMEA SR TE % (Fig. 2B). HI
BEEE RIS D SN DSTEEEL, £
DBUIHR IR CEFERERDID D 4-TA (Figs.
2A-C). BEEOFIRIIBET CRET 5. gL
RREL, AV, FEEEOFESEIIEMBNSHIRL,
FRIEMBTHIE 2 1AL L bR ). BiELEED
BESLIT 2 TIRSET, & OIEMAID 103 mmBL T
BEP LR SINTEBY, WEE EDIZHIHANE
RET L. L L BEEED R IELE LRI T AL B
L CGEHT, #3820 5 iHEEE 2R T E % (Figs.
2B-D). REEOHZIINL, BHHIITEE L BiE
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Fig. 2. Developmental stages of I[costeus aenigmaticus. A) 5.2mmBL, preflexion larva, FSKU-P 4306; B)
13.2 mm BL, flexion larva, FSKU-P 4318; C) 21.6 mm BL, postflexion larva, FSKU-P 4315: D) 53.2 mm BL. juve-
nile, FSKU-P 4313.
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DiEmEBETERT 5. BIFHAHEEIBEL TS

CROH LN\,

B3 BIEMEAO 52mmBL Tl3AMIF gL
B, HILEMmE, K% BRI RoREER
fanid ), T7E, #ER, HFRFKMELI, Wik
FERIINEOTRKOBEERAIREL, T2
EHIZHFET A (Fig. 2A). JEHHAIC AR 5 LTEE O
FIEEEICERRRSSA L, S5ICEFRKRmE
WERE HALE R ICAFET 2 BBROKL #HN
9 5% (Fig. 2B). fZ/E#E (21.6-26.7mmBL) DK
B2 1L S8 B D/NEIROBERATHIR L, HEREIIC
5L ZORIIBEMLCI0@EI#ICR D, IR
8 4 DA HE kg~ L E1LT % (Figs. 2C-D).
FoFEIRFICERE EBIRERERTICEERMob D LD
INSVBERIDSHRIBHEIL D EEL, BEL L DI
KEL 25, BIEIFEEENSHIRT L BEIE A 5 %
RECEREGERIFELTRBY, FofioiEico
WU EE B (Fig. 2C) > S EEEIZ BB FE A
E LT, e (Fig. 2D) THEERICILATS.

BE AHfETHELNALAIary=xs 7
TV DOfF1E, Matarese et al. (1984, 1989) A¥LE K
FEHEEOERIIEDVIGEHE, AREIREKEEKD
JETEOLNDZ L, AIEET IO S S
L, BEELBREOIIEE NV E T TR AR EDS
HiIZowTII@h—% L. LaLl, BaElRo
DRIZDOVTERELER T, T, Kif
ZETIERD SEENmEICREREIREL
(Fig. 2B), %JEEREA D S I 3KENCBEAATERE L T
W72t (Fig. 2C), L H0RETIEINS 2R\

Twb. AIFETIE, ThH5DREIZODWT
Matarese et al. (1984, 1989) DA & D #

)7 A VT IHEOERIIOVWTERAERITo 7.
ZOER, WTRORZIZOWTH HREFHE
ROBREROFHE—FH LA Zhcky, FE
DERNZ DV TIIARED HEMPFRIBT 28
TREMEEE A LN E o 2T
LIDEIL, HREDFHAIIBLTLRROAR
IR EES T A EERD N, REFREEIZ L -
THET AN LEELTRETHHLEZOLNS.
Matarese et al. (1984, 1989) DEIZE L /- EA I FEE
MORFIZL DV BERERISEBEBLTLES72, B
L ITRERIM S 2 0B EMTHE, /-
IIRHEBE IR o - TREME DS B (A. C. Matarese,
B,

Matarese et al. (1984, 1989) (Z& 5 &, KfENE
REERREEII9+8 TH ) — xR AXF HAEED
EEERBETHLELTWSE, ZhiZ1IADE
HERIEAR GBS, LESEKLTEIRD S
%, | RKOWEHRBEATHEKEIZL > THR I
A5ZL%HFLTWA (Johnson, 1984). L#2L, H
KEMHMAD 532mmBL TIEOHEKE#AT10+9
T, REIEAE (BHEAR181-241mm) TIEZS
LIZHEZ, 11+10THo7:. Lzdo CTEAEDE
BEEB BT~ 2 AXFEAHEI VLSV
EDHLNE RS T,

HRKFHEEDER T HWZBEOHMRIC I
X, AEOESFBDEHIET HD1E 28.5mmBL
T (Matarese et al., 1984, 1989), S REIFWV/2EEART

Table 1. Meristic counts and proportional measurements of /costeus aenigmaticus larvae
and juveniles from Japanese waters

Stages (n) Preflexion (1) Flexion (5) Postflexion (5) Juvenile (9)
Body length (mm) 5.2 10.3-17.6 21.6-26.7 28.7-53.2
Dorsal fin rays - (9-18) (50)-53 50-55
Anal fin rays - (15-22) (34)-36 34-39
Pectoral fin rays anlage (10)-20 20 20-21
Myomeres 68 65-67 64-66 64-67
Head length (%BL) 28.8 25.8-27.3 27.9-31.9 25.4-32.1
Body depth at P1 (%BL) 25.0 23.5-30.7 29.2-37.0 30.4-37.6
Pectoral fin length (%BL) 7.7 10.7-15.3 17.1-23.1 18.9-26.5
Preanal length (%BL) 55.8 38.4-49.1 43.3-51.9 44.3-53.3
Eye diameter (%HL) 40.0 28.6-36.7 24.4-28.1 21.7-26.5
Snout length (%HL) 13.3 18.9-28.6 26.1-29.7 26.7-32.6

Abbreviations: BL=body length; HL=head length; Pl1=pectoral fin. Data in parentheses represent incipient

elements.
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(% 24.7mm BL (FSKU-P 4303) T# - 7:. #Z Tl
BO-OIZEKFETHRE SN 255mmBL
(CalCOFT 9103-83.3.60) DAEA (2 DWW THIA L7-#E
B OBLICEESRIITER LTz, UEDERDLS,
AL L 59 25mmBL % THELHAE
BZET B EHHEE SN,

RKFEHEICBITIBEALXIa o x2TID
FEDNMEHAIZ, Matarese et al. (1989) DHEIZL B &
IZITRE L SN TV A, Watson (1996) 13443 5
LEMIZRELTBY, FARIZIADSS BT
TRESINS L), RIFFECHW - FH#AIIE
TSH2L6 BIZTTRESIN, 202 enb
HABDEHTIIA % C L S FEMICEI T
TWwWhZkhRrmasnr., 7, BILFAEIIKE
F6s5mmE E 2 65N TW/zA (Matarese et al.,
1984; 1989, Watson, 1996), FSKU-P 4306 (5.2 mm
BL) & CalCOFI 5003-93.60 (5.5mmBL) Dk £ A
LHZELT, BILFAIIAEE 5omm BIETH 5
EEZLNS.

LEEHEAR  CalCOFI (California Cooperative Oce-
anic Fisheries Investigations) 5003-93.60, 5.5 mm BL
(BIERER), Y 7+ V=7, 19504E3 .
CalCOFI 9401-80.80, 11.9mmBL (JRHIHEA), &Y
T AT, 199442 H 3. CalCOFI 9103—
83.3.60, 25.5mmBL (ZEMH), #) 7+ V=7
i, 199143 A 3H. FSKU-P 1995, 1Z#{kE
163.5mm CEHBHBER), GFRKInE T =k
BTiRA:, 19994E5 A 31 H. FSKU-P 3211, fZH#e{k
£241.0mm GEHHEHER), aFERIGENT=
FEHT R =, 200046 A 3 H. FSKU-P 3214, fZi#E
FE181.0mm (GEWERER), SFEKINED
=RERTVE R, 2000E£6 A3 H.

| 5

Aifsex L OBIIHI-), BELITERLE
H, TLTXMERBEL LKL S SKEST
I JU National Marine Fisheries Service @ Ann C.
Matarese i1, F7/-, HBEERTHET LIRS
5. 2T & o7KEH ) 7 4 V=7 National
Marine Fisheries Service (CalCOFI) @ H. Geoffrey
Moser HEEIZE CHIFLH L EIF5. KROFFETHE
L 7oA K EE T B AL XK EE T 72 A | H & U 5 B
(HRAFZET) PR LA, BEARRL, #HE
FADOFLERRNEMBFIC Lo THELNIDDT
HY, TNLOREIHED- TIHVW-ETORE
B, MEBLIUEMEDOHF4, N\EZHOH LI
L LEHOEERT 5.
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