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Plagiopsetta glossa Franz, 1910, the only member
of the genus, is known from southern Japan (Franz,
1910; Kuronuma, 1940), Taiwan (Shen, 1982) and
New South Wales, Australia (Cooper et al., 1994).
Samariscus fasciatus was described by Fowler (1934)
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on the basis of a single specimen from near Hong
Kong in the South China Sea, and no additional
specimens having been reported subsequently.
Ochiai and Amaoka (1962) mentioned the possibility
that S. fasciatus was referable to the genus Plagiop-
setta. Later, Li and Wang (1987) included S. fasci-
atus in Plagiopsetta in their key to Chinese flatfishes,
but gave no reason for doing so.

Recently, we were able to examine the holotype
of S. fasciatus, comparing it with the original de-
scription of P. glossa and 15 additional specimens.
As a result, S. fasciatus is herein synonymized with
P. glossa.

Counts and proportional measurements follow
Hubbs and Lagler (1958), except as follows: because
all the dorsal and anal fin rays were unbranched, all
ray elements were counted as individual rays; pelvic-
fin base lengths were measured from the base of the
first ray to the base of the last ray; paired structures
were counted and measured on both ocular and blind
sides. Vertebral counts and osteological characters

Fig. 1. Photographs of ocular side (upper) and blind side (lower) of Samariscus fasciatus, USNM 93090,
holotype, 54.5mm SL, near Hong Kong, South China Sea.
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were taken from radiographs. Institutional abbrevi-
ations follow Leviton et al. (1985).

Plagiopsetta glossa Franz, 1910
(Fig. 1)

Plagiopsetta glossa Franz, 1910: 64, pl. 8, fig. 58 (original
description, Yagoshima [Yaku Is.?], Japan, depth
150 m); Tanaka, 1931: 38 (listed); Kamohara, 1935: 21,
fig. 5 (Mimase, Kochi Pref.); Kamohara, 1938: 61
(listed); Okada and Matsubara, 1938: 433, pl. 107-1 (Sea
of Sagami and Kumano, Japan); Okada, 1938: 267

Matsubara, 1955: 1278, pl. 131, fig. 448 (Sea of Sagami
and Kumano, off Kochi Pref., Wakasa Bay, Japan);
Takegawa and Morino, 1970: 388 (listed); Minami and
Nakamura, 1978: 33 (listed); Shen, 1982: 210, figs. 10-12
(Taiwan); Sakamoto, 1984a: 353, pl. 318-F; Shen, 1984:
138, pl. 138, fig. 440-5; Sakamoto, 1984b: 101, 211, figs.
5X, 177, 251, 271, 37P, 43H (osteology); Yamada, 1986:
400, 3 figs. (East China Sea, depth 90-200m); Li and
Wang, 1987: 505, fig. 2592 (key, East and South China
Seas); Abe, 1987: 923, 1 fig.; Quéro et al., 1989: 112
(key); Graham et al., 1993: 63, 69 (listed); Nakabo,
1993: 1184, 1 fig.; Cooper et al., 1994: 215, fig. 1 (New
South Wales, Australia, depth 65-154m).

(listed); Kuronuma, 1940: 57 (Owase, Kochi Pref.); Samariscus glossa : Norman, 1931: 603 (key).

Table 1. Proportional measurements and counts of Samariscus fasciatus and Plagiopsetta glossa

S. fasciatus P. glossa
This study Fowler (1934) Franz (1910) This study
holotype holotype holotype n=15
Locality Hong Kong Hong Kong Japan Japan
Total length (mm) 66.7 68 110 64.8-191.7
Standard length (mm) 54.5 — — 51.9-146.3
Proportions:
In standard length
Head length 3.95 3.8 45 3.93-5.09
Body depth 2.44 2.4 — 2.28-2.62
In head length
Snout length 4.93 3.75 5.0 4.39-5.84
Upper eye diameter 3.00 — — 2.75-3.65
Lower eye diameter 3.29 3 3.5 3.00-3.73
Interorbital width 17.25 — — 7.70-18.86
Upper-jaw length (O) 3.29 3 — 2.90-3.43
Upper-jaw length- (B) 3.54 — — 3.35-3.98
Lower-jaw length (O) 2.16 — — 2.01-2.37
Lower-jaw length (B) 2.26 — — 2.16-2.55
Depth of caudal peduncle 1.84 2 — 1.39-1.89
Pectoral-fin length (O) 0.95 0.99 — 0.78-1.08
Pelvic-fin length (O) 2.12 1.67 1.67 1.23-2.13
Pelvic-fin length (B) 3.07 — 3 1.92-3.31
Pelvic-fin base length (O) 4.76 — — 3.504.71
Pelvic-fin base length (B) 5.11 — — 4.86-6.42
Longest dorsal fin ray 1.66 1.88 1.67 1.25-1.61
Longest anal fin ray 1.66 1.75 — 1.21-1.66
Mid-caudal fin ray 1.05 1 — 0.62-0.99
“Counts:
Dorsal fin rays 70 66 70 68-73
Anal fin rays 54 53 53 52-57
Pectoral fin rays 9 7 10* 8-10
Pelvic fin rays (O) 5 — — 5
Pelvic fin rays (B) 5 — — 5
Caudal fin rays 16 — — 16-17
Scales in lateral line 62 45 66 59-68
Gill rakers 3+8 5+9 — 3-6+7-13
Vertebrae 10+28 — — 10+27-28

* Taken from figures in original description. O, ocular side; B, blind side.
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Samariscus (?) glossa: Norman, 1934: 412, fig. 301 (de-
scription).

Samariscus fasciatus Fowler, 1934: 344, fig. 98 (original
description; near Hong Kong, depth 183 m); Ochiai and
Amaoka, 1962: 84 (key); Quéro et al., 1989: 112 (key).

Plagiopsetta fasciatus: Li and Wang, 1987: 505, fig. 2593
(key).

Material examined. USNM 93090 (female, 54.5mm
SL, holotype of Samariscus fasciatus), vicinity of Hong
Kong, South China Sea, 21°33’N, 116°13’E, 183 m, Nov.
4, 1908; HUMZ 37129, sex unknown, 51.9 mm SL, Mimase,
Kochi Pref., date unknown; HUMZ 58700, male, 103.0 mm
SL, Mimase, Kochi Pref., Oct. 24, 1976; HUMZ 75345,
male, 68.8mm SL, Mimase, Kochi Pref., Mar. 1, 1978;
HUMZ 79905-79910, 79924, 79925, 5 males and 3 fe-
males, 79.8-136.7mm SL, Sea of Kumano, 85-95m, Dec.
11, 1978; HUMZ 80548, 80550-80552, 4 males, 127.6-
146.1 mm SL, East China Sea, Oct. 1978.

Results and Discussion

The monotypic genus Plagiopsetta was originally
designated by Franz (1910), based on the type spe-
cies, P. glossa. Subsequently, some investigators
discussed the similarities between Plagiopsetta and
Samariscus, and the validity or otherwise of the
former (Norman, 1931, 1934; Kuronuma, 1940).
Ochiai and Amaoka (1962) considered the higher
number of pectoral fin rays in Plagiopsetta to be the
only character distinguishing it from Samariscus,
although Sakamoto (1984b) later added the follow-
ing characters, also distinguishing Plagiopsetta from
Samariscus: interorbital process not developed, pre-
orbital sensory canal absent on ocular side, epimeral
absent, no scales on eyes and supratemporal branch
of lateral line present. Recently, Cooper et al.
(1994) added two further characters to the diagnosis
of P. glossa: feebly pigmented snout and presence of
a medial dark pigmented spot on the mandibles and
intermandibular area.

The holotype of S. fasciatus shows all the charac-
ters of the genus Plagiopsetta, except the interorbital
process and preorbital sensory canal conditions,
which were not apparent on the radiograph of the
specimen. Our measurements and counts sometimes
differ from Fowler’s (1934) original description, es-
pecially with regards to lateral line scales, pectoral
fin ray counts and snout length (Table 1). These are
considered to be Fowler’s mistakes. Also, none of
the morphometric and meristic characters of S. fasci-
atus differed significantly from Franz’s (1910) origi-
nal description of P. glossa and the 15 comparative
specimens examined (Table 1). In larger specimens
of P. glossa, the blind side of the body was uniformly

(or at least posteriorly) grayish-brown coloration.
The holotype of S. fasciatus (54.5 mm SL) was uni-
formly pale brown on the blind side of the body (Fig.
1). Such coloration is typical of young specimens
(less than 68.8 mm SL) of P. glossa. Accordingly,
there appears to be no basis for continued recogni-
tion of the two species, and S. fasciatus is hereby
relegated to the junior synonym of P. glossa.

Additional note. Norman (1934) was unable
to trace the holotype described by Franz (1910).
Kuronuma (1940) mentioned that “if, as mentioned
by Norman (1934), the type specimen is lost, these
specimens eventually become neotype.” However,
recognition of a neotype is unnecessary according to
Article 75 (b) of the International Code of Zoologi-
cal Nomenclature (1985), because P. glossa is the
only member of the genus and is clearly distinguish-
able from species of related genera.

Franz (1910) gave the type locality of P. glossa as
“Yagoshima, Japan,” but the only locality of that
name in Japan is inland. Consequently, we suggested
that he meant Yaku Is. (Yaku-shima), Japan.
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