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The agonid fish, Podothecus hamlini, was describ-
ed by Jordan and Gilbert (1898), from two type
specimens from Shana Bay, Iturup Island, and one
doubtful specimen from Robben Island, off Sakhalin.
P. hamlini was accepted by Okada (1938) and Okada
and Matsubara (1938), but with reservation only by
Jordan and Starks (1904) and Jordan et al. (1913).
Schmidt (1904) considered P. hamlini to be a junior
synonym of P. gilberti (Collett), and was followed by
many workers (Soldatov and Lindberg, 1930;
Schmidt, 1936, 1950; Matsubara, 1955; Ueno, 1967;
Lindberg and Krasyukova, 1987), none of whom
made a detailed comparison of the nominal species.

Two examples of Podothecus were found among
fishes collected by beam trawl off the Okhotsk coast
of Hokkaido. They agree well with the types of P.
hamlini, and differ from all other species in the
genus. In this report, P. hamlini is redescribed from
the types and the two Okhotsk specimens, and
comments on the distribution of the species are
made.

Counts and measurements follow Gruchy (1969)
and Kanayama (1984). Of two syntypes, one
(USNM 48251, see explanation of abbreviations)
was checked by Dr. Susan L. Jewett, and the other
(CAS-SU 5662) was examined by the author. Plate
terminology follows Gruchy (1969). Abbreviations
are as follows: CAS-SU—Natural History Museum,
Stanford University, now housed at California
Academy of Sciences; HUMZ—Laboratory of
Marine Zoology, Faculty of Fisheries, Hokkaido
University; SU- Stanford University; USNM- United
States National Museum.

Podothecus hamlini Jordan et Gilbert
(Japanese name: Chishima-tokubire)

(Fig. 1)

Podothecus hamlini Jordan et Gilbert in Jordan and Ever-
mann, 1898, pp. 2054 and 2056—2058 (original descrip-
tion; type locality, Shana Bay, Iturup L.).

Material. CAS-SU 5662 (paralectotype, 97mm SL),

s

BEIE 191 4F
Albatross St. 3653, 45°14'N, 147°52°30’E, Shana Bay,
Iturup 1., 6 September 1895; HUMZ 86872-86873 (2, 90—
109 mm SL), off mouth of Oomu River, Okhotsk coast of
Hokkaido, 55m, 3 May 1979; USNM 48251 (lectotype, 153
mm SL), data as for CAS-SU 5662.

Diagnosis. A species of Podothecus with two
patches of barbels on ventral surface of snout. Each
ventral patch with 611 barbels. Uppermost pre-
opercular spine expanded laterally. Eye ball with
tubercles. Dorsolateral plates 24—-25. Ventrolateral
plates 23. Caudal peduncle spinous.

Description. Dorsal fin rays VIII-IX-8 in non-
type specimens (IX-XI-8 in types); anal fin rays 10
(9-10); pectoral fin rays 16 (15); pelvic fin rays I, 2
(1, 2); caudal fin rays 6+5 (6+5); branchiostegal
rays 6 (6); vertebrae 40-41 (40-42); lateral line
plates 3940 (39); predorsal plates 4 (4); mid-dorsal
plates 13 (14); dorsolateral plates 24-25 (23); su-
pralateral plates 32 (32); infralateral plates 37 (37);
ventrolateral plates 23 (21-24); mid-ventral plates
14-15 (16).

Head length 3.2-3.4 (3.4 in CAS-SU 5662, not
measured in USNM 48251) in SL; predorsal length
2.7-2.8 (2.7); pectoral fin length 5.5-5.8 (5.5); pelvic
fin length 9.5-10.2; caudal fin length 7.8-8.3. Snout
length 2.1 (2.0) in HL; orbit diameter 4.5-4.7 (4.5);
interorbital width 4.8-4.9 (5.3); dorsal fin height
2.9-3.0 (3.2); anal fin height 3.6-4.0. Body width
0.9 (0.9) in depth. Caudal peduncle width 0.8-0.9
(0.9) in depth. Pelvic fin base to vent 9.5-11.9
(10.9) in pelvic fin base to anal fin.

Color in alcohol. Body brown, darker above, paler
below. Many darker dashes on back. Nuchal region
with two narrow, cross bands. A dark streak from
eye to tip of snout. Dorsal fins pale with dark brown
spots. A large dark spot on the anterodorsal corner
of first dorsal fin. Uppermost rays of pectoral fin
dusky, with a dark spot at base; lower rays pale.
Pelvic and anal fins pale. Caudal fin dark, with pale

spots. Mouth and gill cavities dark. Peritoneum
pale.
Remarks. Although considered to be a junior

synonym of P. gilberti since Schmidt (1904), P.
hamlini differs from the former by having two
patches of barbels on the ventral surface of the snout
(three patches in P. gilberti), the uppermost pre-
opercular spine well expanded laterally (slightly ex-
panded), and a large spot on the anterodorsal corner
of the first dorsal fin (no large spot). P. hamlini
differs from all other species of Podothecus, viz P.
acipenserinus, P. veternus, P. sachi, and P. thompsoni,
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Fig. 1. Podothecus hamlini from the Okhotsk coast of Hokkaido, HUMZ 86872, 109 mm SL. A dashed line

indicates the position of vent.

by having two patches of barbels on the ventral
surface of the snout, a spinous caudal peduncle,
tubercles on the eye ball, and no serrations on the
margin of the snout tip. Thus, P. hamlini is a
well-differentiated, valid species.

Concerning the types of P. hamlini, Jordan and
Gilbert (1898) originally designated two specimens
(SU 5662) from Shana Bay as types. Bohlke (1953)
indicated for the holotype of P. hamlini the cata-
logue number SU 5662 which included two speci-
mens. At present, these specimens of SU 5662 are
housed separately at USNM (USNM 48251, labeled
as holotype) and CAS (CAS-SU 5662, paratype).
Following the International Code of Zoological
Nomenclature (1985: Art. 74a), the former is re-
garded as the lectotype, and the latter as the para-
lectotype.

P. hamlini was first recorded from Shana Bay,
Iturup Island, and Robben Island, off Sakhalin. The
record from Robben Island was based on the young
specimen which was briefly mentioned, with uncer-
tain identification, by Jordan and Gilbert (1898).
This specimen seems to belong to P. gilberti in having
6 dorsal fin rays and 8 anal fin rays. Thus, the record
from Robben Island is doubtful. In an ambiguous
report, Jordan and Starks (1904) recorded P. ham-
lini from Kayabe, based upon a specimen in the
Hakodate Museum. This specimen now appears to
be lost (Prof. Kunio Amaoka, pers. comm., 1990),
and its identity is therefore éQuivocal. The two

specimens taken off the Okhotsk coast of Hokkaido
show strong agreement with the types of P. hamlini,
and thus represent the first confirmed record from
Japanese waters.
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Japanese Journal of Ichthyology, 38 (1), Kanayama:
page 78, Literature cited, read “J. Fish. Res. Bd. Can., 27:
1109-1114” for “J. Fish. Res. Bd. Can., 26: 1467-1472.”
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We regret to announce that Dr. Katsuzo Kuronuma, honorary member

of the Society, passed away on May 10, 1992.
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