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4 B ;& {£-.News and comments

Formation of IUCN Coral Fish Protection
Committee

A coral fish conservation committee has just been
initiated by the Species Survival Commission (SSC) of
the International Union for Conservation of Nature
and Natural Resources (IUCN). Coral fishes and their
coral reef habitat are being threatened around the world
by human activities. The IUCN has asked Dr. Don
E. McAllister to chair the committee and assist in
selecting its members.

The committee will seek to determine the status of
coral reef fishes and their habitat, ascertain the major
problems with species survival, and recommend solu-
tions—SSC is solution-oriented. Habitat restoration,
fisheries management, marine parks and legislative
regulation and enforcement are possible tools. The
committee has also been asked to look into the in-
fluence of the ornamental fish industry.

The TUCN is one of the major conservation groups
in the world. Its head office is in Gland, Switzerland,
and it has national offices in most major countries,

IUCN is best known for its “‘red books™, lists ol
endangered species which have helped save many spe-
cies from extinction and sensitized the public to the
plight of disappearing wildlife. Much of their work
is achieved through regional and specialty groups—
such as the new coral fish group. Dr. McAllister, the
chairperson, has been active in fish conservation with
the American Fisheries Society, the American Society
of Ichthyologists and Herpetologists, the Inter-
national Marinelife Alliance Canada, and other
groups. He has published a book on rare and en-
dangered fishes of Canada, and is currently compiling
a list of fishes of the world.

The Coral Fish Group would be pleased to receive
information on the status of coral fishes and habitat.
This may be sent to:

Dr. Don E. McAllister, IUCN SSC Coral Fish
Group, c/o International Marinelife Alliance Canada,
2883 Otterson Drive, Ottawa, Ontario K1V 7B2,
CANADA

(Don E. McAllister)
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