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Differences in the Swim Bladder of Three
Species of the Genus Tribolodon
from Hokkaido

Masaaki Kahata
(Received March 12, 1981)

Shapes of the swim bladders were studied for clarify-
ing differences in three species of the genus Tribolodon,
T. hakonensis (Ginther), T. taczanowskii (Stein-
dachner) and T. ezoe Okada et lkeda, taken from sev-
eral localities in Hokkaido. The feature of the tip of
the posterior chamber of the swim bladder, with two
types, is useful to distinguish between T. ezoe (round
or grainy tip) on the one hand and 7. hakonensis and
T. taczanowskii (tapering or sharp tip) on the other
hand. The length of the posterior chamber of the
swim bladder was also different among the three
species, i.e., it is longest in T. hakonensis, shortest in
T. ezoe, and intermediate in 7. taczanowskii.
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Fig. 1. Variation in the shape of the swim bladder of three species of Tribolodon. Lateral views. A~F:

T. hakonensis, 25.3~316.0 mm in standard length. G~L: T. raczanowskii, 82.0~350.0 mm in
standard length. M~R: T. ezoe, 45.0~306.5 mm standard length. Scales show 10 mm.
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Fig. 2. Relationship between relative length of the posterior chamber of the swim bladder and body

length in three species of Tribolodon.
hakonensis; &, T. taczanowskii; ¥, T. ezoe.
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