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A Mature Female of the Bigscale
Pomfret, Taractichthys longipinnis
(Bramidae), with Notes on the
Ripe Eggs
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A mature female of the bramid fish, Taract-
ichthys longipinnis (Lowe) was caught by tuna
long line from the T. V. Nagasaki-maru, Nagasaki
University, at around 9°31’S, 118°50’E in the
eastern Indian Ocean on August 8, 1966. The
fish was 78cm TL, 6lcm SL, about 10kg BW,
and the viscera weight was about 1.5kg. The
abdomen of the fish was scarcely swollen, but
mature translucent eggs of a light yellow tint
were squeezed from the fish. The eggs were
spherical in shape and separately pelagic in the
sea water at a temperature of about 26°C and
a salinity of about 34.5%.. The eggs preserved
in 5% formalin are 1.2mm in diameter with a
conspicuous perivitelline space, a homogeneous
0.9mm yolk, and a 0.3 mm oil globule.

The mature ovaries of the fish were small and
about 90 g in weight, and the GSI was less than
1. The ovaries contained about seventy thousand
mature eggs.

It was considered that the mature female fish
was hooked at a depth of 80~150m. The ocea-
nographic observation data suggest that the fish
was living in the mid-layer of the ocean at tem-
peratures of 11.10~25.84°C and at salinities of
34.54~34.76..

(Faculty of Fisheries, Nagasaki University, 1-14
Bunkyo-machi, Nagasaki 852, Japan)
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Fig. 1. A mature female of T. longipinnis, 61
cm SL. The photograph was taken on
the deck soon after landing. The black
bar shows 10cm.
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Table 1. Water temperature and salinity
at the fishing ground in the eastern
Indian Ocean where a mature female
of T. longipinnis was caught. The
data were obtained at 9°31’S, 118°50’E
on August 8, 1966.

Depth (m) T (°C) S (%)
0 25.20 34.49

25 26.15 34.50

50 25.84 34.54

100 19.49 34.76

200 11.10 34.67
300 9.59 34.74
500 7.35 34.71
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