Japanese Journal of Ichthyology
Vol. 26, No. 4 1980

BERE®/IRE LD FH AN O—F
BEEREH-#EAA=

A Case of the Common Remora,
Remora remora, with a Deformed

Sucking Disc

Yoshie Dotsu and Syuzo Kishida
(Received August 20, 1979)

The crew of the T. V. Kakuyo-maru, Nagasaki
University, caught a carcharhinid shark, Car-
charhinus longimanus (female, 1,520 mm TL) with
a hand line in the northern Coral Sea (9°23'S,
157°30’E) on October 17, 1976.

Two individuals of Remora remora (Linnaeus),
attached to this shark, were collected on the
deck. One of them, a female of 170 mm SL, had
an abnormal sucking disc. The disc was divided
into the anterior portion with 12 lamellas and
the posterior portion with 3 lamellas by a dermal
ridge across the disc at its posterior part. The
marginal line of the sucking disc was slightly
concave at the site of the dermal ridge. The
posteriormost part of the disc of the marginal
lip was relatively larger than that of a normally
developed disc. But, the appearance of the disc
was like a normally developed double-lobed disc.

Skeleton and connective tissues supporting the
sucking disc were not retained.

(YD: Faculty of Fisheries, Nagasaki University,
1-14 Bunkyo-machi, Nagasaki 852, Japan; SK:
Seikai Regional Fisheries Research Laboratory,
49 Kokubu-machi, Nagasaki 850, Japan)
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Fig. 1. Sucking disc of the common remora, Remora remora. A: a
deformed sucking disk with double lobes in a fish of 170 mm SL.
B: normal sucking disc with a single lobe in a fish of 106 mm SL.

Scales show 1cm.
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