Japanese Journal of Ichthyology
Vol. 26, No. 4 1980

BA #2880 Caracanthus unipinna
a5 Ly IXE (FiFF) &
LI IELROFEICONT

KEFIE—--Ek#FEH

First Record of the Scorpaenoid Fish
Caracanthus unipinna from Japan, with
Comments on the Characters
of the Genus

Shoichi Mizuno and Yoshiaki Tominaga
(Received June 28, 1979)

Specimens of Caracanthus unipinna (Gray) were
collected at Kakeroma Island of the Amami Is-
lands (129°11’E, 28°11’N) from 1976 to 1977.
This is the first record of the species from Japan,
and also represents the northernmost record. In
the specimens of C. unipinna and C. maculatus
observed, there are 7 branchiostegals. In addi-
tion, there are scales with sensory or mucous
pores below the dorsal-fin base and minute scales
with a single spine on the dorsal surface of the
head, as well as tube-like scales on the lateral line.
Previous investigators have described this genus
as having no scales and 5 or 6 branchiostegals.

(Department of Zoology, University Museum,
University of Tokyo, Bunkyo-ku, Tokyo 113,
Japan)
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Caracanthus unipinna (Gray, 1831)
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Micropus unipinna Gray, 1831: 20. (type locality:
Pacific Sea).
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Amami Is. ZUMT 54213 and 54214, 30.0 and
30.2 mm in SL (standard length), Saneku, Kakeroma
I. (129°11’E, 28°11’N), Aug. 2, 1976; ZUMT 54215
and 54216, 28.4 and 28.8 mm in SL, Saneku Kakeroma
I, Aug. 14, 1977. (ZUMT 54216 is cleared by
trypsin and stained with alizarin red.)

Marshall Is. ZUMT 54217, 24.4 mm in SL, Ailuk
Atoll (169°50’E, 10°20’N), Aug. 31, 1978; ZUMT
54218~54223, 22.9~30.3mm in SL, Majuro Atoll
(171°10’E, 7°10’N), Sept. 29, 1978.

Comparative material. C. maculatus (Gray).

Many specimens from Riukiu Is.

so# Marshall EOEADOHIA R 5%, AKE
DA M OBIERAZ R L, by T oV
MEE 7 H Y vREER T ot ZUMT 54216 =D X4
BELLBHEIEDEERRLE.

D. VII~VIIL, 12~13 (11~13). A. 1I, 12 (11~
12). C (branched rays). 4~7+4+6~7 (6~7+6~7). P,
i~ii+4~5+0~i+vii (sheathed). P, I, ii (ZUMT
54216). VN. 10413 (10+12~13). Br. 7 (ZUMT
54216). Gr. 641412 (ZUMT 54216). LI. 18 (ZUMT
54216). & 35.5~36.5 (27.7~36.8)mm. pIH:{kR
28.4~30.2 (22.9~30.3) mm. W kEIZKT B L (%):
k75 54.5~58.1 (50.8~55.6). TEE 36.0~38.4 (35.0~
39.3). BT LY (%): WE 27.5~31.4 (26.7~
36.9). [EfR 21.1~22.1 (20.0~25.6). |-3A5 45.0~48.7
(37.8~57.3). THRLIRIG 14.7~16.7 (12.4~16.3).
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Fig. 1. A: 'Carz;fanthus unipinna from the Amami Islands (ZUMT 54215, 28.4mm in standard
length). B: Radiograph of the same specimen. C: A specimen treated with trypsin and stained
with alizarin red (ZUMT 54216, 28.8 mm in standard length). Scales with sensory or mucous
pores are distributed along the dorsal-fin base. Columner bony projections over the head
are also shown, but spines among them belonging to minute scales are not distinct in this
photograph.
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Fig. 2. Side and oblique views of a scale on
the occiput. Such a scale is minute: length
of the spine is about 0.32mm and diameter
of the round basal disc is about 0.27 mm
in a 28.8 mm-standard length specimen.
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Fig. 3. Distribution of Caracanthus unipinna. Black dots, previous records; circled dots, present
collection sites; black squares, previous records of C. zeilonensis (Day) which is generally

accepted as a synonym of C. unipinna.
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Academy of Sciences ¢ Tomio Iwamoto fii4-,
William N. Eschmeyer {i#i4-, JbigEREED &11150G
IR LR TR IR A e, i o Tl
BRI Janet AL M. Kramer, #EAD$21%
o2 o mmE, EAKERDOH 4, Marine Re-
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