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A Record of the Filefish, Amanses
scopas, Collected from
the Amami Islands, Japan

Wataru Takada and Teruya Uyeno
(Received February 9, 1978)

Ten specimens of the filefish, Amanses scopas
(Cuvier, 1829) which has not been previously
recorded from Japan, were collected from Saneku,
Kakeromajima, Amami Islands (28°11’~12’E,
129°9’~13’N) in 1976. Morphological characters
of the specimens are generally within the ranges
reported by Randall (1964). The largest male
was 161 mm and the largest female was 145 mm
in standard length. When they were observed
underwater during the months of July~Septem-
ber, most of them were swimming around coral
reefs in pairs. They tended to stay within a few
meters of a certain coral reef. Some solitary in-
dividuals which swam around freely and did not
stay in one place, were seen in June and July. Re-
cently, we received information on the presence
of this species at Iriomotejima, Ishigakijima,
Okinawajima, and the Gotd Islands. The last
locality represents the northernmost locality for
the species so far known. The nearest locality
known for the species outside of Japan is
Formosa.

(Nippon Luther Shingaku Daigaku, Mitaka, Tokyo
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Randall, J.E. 1964. A revision of the filefish
genera Amanses and Cantherhines. Copeia, 1964
(2): 331~361, figs. 1~18.
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Fig. 1. Photographs of a male (above, ZUMT 54061, 147 mm SL) and a female (below, ZUMT
54063, 138 mm SL) of Amanses scopas, collected from the Amami Islands.
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