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On the Bitterling Rhodeus suigensis
Taken from the Ashida River,
Hiroshima Prefecture, Japan

Shogoro Kasahara and Takanobu Matsushima
(Received May 6, 1976)

The two specimens of Rhodeus suigensis (Mori)
collected in the lower reaches of the Ashida River,
Hiroshima Prefecture, October 1975, are briefly
described. The original locality of the species is in
Korea. In Japan, the species has so far been known
only from the tributaries of the Yoshii Riber, Oka-
yama Prefecture. The Ashida River is found to be
another habitat of this species, suggesting occurrence
of the species in other streams in Chugoku district
in Japan.

(Faculty of Fisheries and Animal Husbandry,
Hiroshima University, 2-17 Midori-machi, Fukuyama
720, Japan)
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Fig. 1. A map showing the locality where the pre-
sent specimens of Rhodeus suigensis were col-
lected (solid circle), and the locality of col-
lection by Nakamura and Motonobu (1965)

and Nakamura (1969) (open circle).
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Fig. 2. Rhodeus suigensis from Ashida River,
Hiroshima Prefecture, Japan. Male 37.5 mm
in total length (top) and female 36.2 mm.
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Table 1. Counts and measurements of Rhodeus suigensis.

Author Present paper Mori Uchida Nakamura
(1935) (1939) (1969)
Date Oct.,'75 Oct., 75 — — Oct., ’63 —’65 Apr., ‘65
Locality Ashida River Suigen Yohei Yoshii River
Hiroshima Pref. Korea Okayama Pref.
Sex male female male male male female female
Total length (mm) 37.5 36.2 43 35.0 40.2 37.8 ca. 39
Standard length (mm) 28.8 28.0 — 31.6 30.7 32.3
S.L./Body depth 2.9 2.8 2.8 2.8 3.0 2.8 3.0
S.L./Head length 4.2 4.1 4.0 3.8 4.0 4.1 4.1
H.L./Length of snout 4.0 4.3 3.7 3.5 3.5 3.8 3.8
H.L./Length of orbit 2.6 2.6 2.8 2.8 2.9 2.5 2.8
H.L./Postorbital length 2.5 2.4 2.7 2.1 2.3 2.3
H.L./Depth of caudal peduncle 1.9 2.0 — 2.0 1.9 1.9 2.0
H.L./Width of interorbital
space 2.6 2.6 2.5 2.3 2.6) — —

Dorsal fin rays 12(11L,1 1) 12(11L,11) - 1, 10 I, 9 11(111,10) 11(111,10) 11(111,10)
Anal fin rays LIATL10)  12(11L,11) 111, 10 111, 10 11(II1,10) 11(111,10) 11(I11,10)
Longitudinal scales 33 33 32 32 33 33 34
Transverse scales 9(5/3) 9(5/3) 8 (4/3) 9 (5/3) 9 10 10
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