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On the Number of Anal Fin Rays
of the Salmonoid Fish,
Salangichthys microdon

Tetsushi Senta

Some ichthyologists of recent years in Japan
have described the number of anal fin rays of the
salmonoid fish, Salangichthys microdon as 14~20
or 16~20. However, the actual number observed
for the fish caught in Takahashi Estuary of Okayama
Prefecture and the northern Ise Bay was 24~29,
agreeing well with the range given by the authors
of former years including the original description
(Bleeker, 1860).

(Research Department, Southeast Asian Fisheries
Development Center, Changi Point, Singapore)
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Meristic characters of Salangichthys microdon in Takahashi Estuary,

Okayama Prefecture, based upon countings for 9 males and 24 females

caught in March and April, 1967.

Modes are in parentheses.

Fin rays
Dorsal 11~13 (12)
Anal 24~29 (25~27)
Pectoral 14~19 (17~18)
Pelvic 7
Caudal 19~20 (19)

Teeth
Mandibular 9~20 (11~16)
Palatal 5~12 ®)
Anal scales
in male 16~20
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Table 2. Numbezr of fin rays of Salangichthys microdon reported by various authors.
Number of fin rays
Author - — Locality
Dorsal Anal Pectoral

Group A

Original description 13 26~27 16 Jedo (Tokyo)

(Bleeker, 1860)

Kitahara (1895) 13 26 ~27 16 Kasumigaura

Regan (1908) 12~ 14 25~27 15~16 Jedo, Yokohama, Seto Inland Sea

Wakiya and Takahasi (1913) 12~14 25~29 14~19 Akita Pref. to Mie Pref.

Dai Nihon Suisan-kwai (1931) 11 — —

Ota (1951) — 25~26% 17~18%* Lakes Nakano-umi and Shinji-ko

Tomiyama et al. (1958) 12~14 25~29 14~19 —

The pressnt author 11~13 24~29 13~19 Okayama Pref., Mie Pref.
Group B

Wakiya and Takahasi (1937) 11~15 14~20 — Sakhalin, Korea, whole Japan

Matsubara (1955) 11~15 16 ~20 - —

Okada and Mori (1958) 11~15 16~20 — Akasuka (Kuwana)

Twai (1965) 11~15  16~20 15~19 —

* Counted from the text-figures.

Table 3.
on January 31, 1973.

Number of fin rays of Salangichthys microdon caught in the northern Isz Bay
Modes are in parenthesss.

Ibi Estuary

Tomida-hama

(Kuwana City) (Suzuka City) Total
Male Female Male Female
No. of specimens 12 21 10 16 59
Dorsal fin 12~13 11~13 11~13 11~13 11~13
(12~13) (12~13) (12) (13) (12~13)
Anal fin 24~28 24~28 24~26 24~28 24~28
(26) (25~26) (26) (25~27) (25~26)
Pectoral fin 14~18 13~17 13~17 13~16 13~18
(16) (14~16) (14~16) (14~16) (14~16)
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