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Notes on the Young Tunas Referred to the Genus Thunnus
Caught in the Waters of Tsushima Island

Kunihiko Fukusho and Shiro Fujita

Young tunas referred to the genus Thunnus are one of the important resources in the
waters of Tsushima Island, Nagasaki Pref., and commercial landings reach 400-1200 tons per
annum. Their species name have not been decided, while two types,called in Japanese
yokowa and hire-naga (or bin-naga) respectively, were known among fishermen. They were
recognized as bluefin tuna T. thynnus (Linnaeus) and longtail tuna 7. ronggol (Bleeker).
(Laboratory of Aquiculture, Nagasaki Prefectural Institute of Fisheries, Nomo, Nomozaki,

Nagasaki-ken, Japan)
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Fig. 1. Two species of young tuna caught off
Tsushima Island: (A) longtail tuna (Bin-
naga or Hire-naga), Thunnus tonggol (Blee-
ker), 27.9cm in fork length; (B) Bluefin
tuna (yokowa), Thunnus thynnus (Linnaeus)
27.3cm.
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Fig. 2. Ventral view of liver dissected out from
body cavity of two species of young tuna.
(A) longtail tuna; (B) bluefin tuna.
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