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On the Occurrence of the Deepsea Percoid Fish Howella in Japan

Teruya Uyeno and Tadashi Kubota

During the pericd between May, 1966 and January, 1970, 31 specimens cf a deepsea
percoid fish, Howella simplex (Parr), which has not been recorded from Japan, were collected
in Suruga Bay, Shizuoka Perfecture. This species was first described (Parr, 1933) from Bahama
Islands in the genus Bathysphyraenops, and later reported from the Indian Ocean (Mead and
De Falla, 1965). On the basis of examination of materials from various institutions, we
synonymize'Bathysphyraenops Parr (1933) with Howella Ogilby (1898); the two major characters
used for separating those genera by Parr are variable and generically insignificant. The
specimens of Howella simplex from Suruga Bay represent the first record of the species from
the Pacific Ocean, and the first record of the genus Howella from the northwestern region
of the Pacific. Published and unpublished records indicate that the genus Howella is
circumglobally distributed in the area between 60°N and 50°S latitude. We agree with
Gosline (1966) in the placement of Howella in the family Percichthyidae.

(Nippon Luther Shingaku Daigaku, Mitaka-shi, Tokyo, and Department of Fisheries, College
of Marine Science and Technology. Tokai University, Orido, Shimizu-shi, Shizuoka-ken)
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B RV, ik 1 2 ®s + » b (Nakai,
1962) AKEHIZ L - T, 1969 48 12 A 4 A REE RO
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FEEMNDH DAL 10 AP RICHR T 5 b D2 HEAR
CLaghTol b OB s LB LI, - off
B, EEFII DO ENRE 5T 2 0C#H U2 D
Tl EHE3 51CE Y, = 2C Bathysphyraenops |
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¥ T Howella J&ix Howellidae (Ogilby, 1898), Apo-
gonichthyidae (Snodgrass and Heller, 1905), Cheilodi-
pteridae (Norman, 1930; Koefoed, 1952; Mead and
De Falla, 1965; Berry and Perkins, 1966; Wheeler,

September 30, 1970

1969), Amiidae (Fowler, 1936), Scombropidae (Smith,
1949; 1953; 1961), Apogonidae (Herre and Herald,
1951; Leim and Scott, 1966), Serranidae (Norman,
1957), Percichthyidae (Gesline, 1966) 70 & o FHZ /& X
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(23); REE 17(22); {FREEE 27(1), 28(3), 29(6), 30(5),

Fig. 1. Howella simplex (Parr) from Suruga Bay, Shizuoka Prefecture, Japan.

The scale indicates 10 mm.
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Distribution of Howella in the Indian, Atlantic and Pacific Oceans.

Unpublished data in the eastern Pacific and the western Atlantic
were furnished by Dr. Rosenblatt and Mr. Meyer respectively.

31(6), 32(1); flsR_E®5E 2(1), 3(19); {UER T WigL 6(2),
7(12), 8(5); EHAMIREEEL 17(2), 18(17); HRFEHEL 25(5),
26(6), 27(10), 28(1), 29(1); FHEE B 10+16=26(5);
RECRT AIEE 31.7~38.22 (23); HHECXTBIM
% 30.8~40.0% (23); FHE X 5B 31.3~46.9
% (23). BB EOWNEH#IL Hubbs and Lagler
(1947) =it ote.
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» 2R (Mead and De Falla, 1965) #&Xh Ty 512
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Licots, A7 wA)BITIY H. simplex (Parr)
DizhH> H. brodiei Ogilby, H. pammelas (Heller and
‘Snodgrass) /¢ K DFEARITIN TV B0, ZhbOED
iz s K DD T piB B 2 & SIS EID A DK
BEW BT ieotc, ZORMBEIZOLCTESERIEIC T
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PRI A YA BOSAIE 60°N 225 50°S 2 EH h K6

P, A v FEE, KRR ENBRN S AORIEE L T
% (Fig. 2).
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Scripps Institution of Oceanography, University of
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FoRVERED b 7 A 3 24 v A BOBEALND, KIEHFIC
B B oA DR R A Rt & e Garry Meyer [T,
Howella sherborni o7 7 V) 2 ihbHB b AR &
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Don E. McAllister fii+3s X OHIEKFHFH Y
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