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.  #  Ichthyological Notes

Her Bz 23 DS SR LTV i A ¥ 7 ¥ 24 (A record of an adult female with a supposedly
parasitic male of Cryptopsaras couesi from the Pacific coast of northern Japan)

195355 A 18HE, EIMRKIBTT & SHRFEA P HRIOMAS0E, KE450KHMBOKKT, A %7 v+ (F)
#A4 3 V7T vait) Cryptopsaras couesi GiuL (B 23R T Cryptosparas r&EHNi-BHlE %) OHEOKHED
| BERBATEHARNO EBRAEAC KO THREE Shic, HoMiz2RE (XU Clitie SRIED b
B2 TH 41 BHOMSEBIME) 4358, EEEKRE2761ES v, hofHfl, KEEESOTH CIEFITEV-TIcz
ERI5HE, SRR 2O AE 0 Kl Bbh 2 A0S E HCEE LT %o
FETvaFReLIVIV=FFHIFF T vatlEE CREBHEIMICEEL T AFITEES L HLR
TRCED, A% T v 2a+BOCEEDI V7V FHFakrFyv 7 ak Ceratias mitsukurii TANARA
TR EO—FIHHEEE 2 LB EIh BN S 5 (REHZZ Owston &, 2R 44048, 190745 BHE, #
EIXHBEEMELEI08E) e RLAFT v axZDd DOEFHb OFHERDL 541 (KEEWMBL, 19365, K
HfR L, 2R2158. BREBENL, 1941 4, BRESFHEHRKER 300K, 2R 8, 1940F 6 A6 H
B SIEEEER, 19425, BHE, -4+ v~ L TI500% v 1 ¥ -~ 2HL CEE,£52.30H, 1940€10H21H
8 ,SEOL 5 KAREMTRIS b1 L BIah s ONBEL TV 2HBRS L ABR EOTT RO TOHEL
Bttt o MER2WIESEDO LD TEHHLIHEINTHBLDRIX, 2 77 v 2 FGifR) Ceratias caruncu-
latus GiUnrner (Challenger SHGH A0 LIRE) &7 A<= T v aF Cryptopsaras normani Recan et
TrEWAVAS (SFEERERIIIS 0> HIRE DTS b, 1951412 B 28 HFEfT S 417 BerTELSEN®D “The ceratioid fishes”
TRIVIVZFHFFAIF YT vaz R LRBOIORTRTAHET v a+ tA-ETELZ L RBINLT
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Around May [8, 1953, an adult female with a upposedly parasitic male of Cryptopsaras couesi
G was caught by a trawler, “Taihei-maru”, from the water between Hachino-e (Aomori
Prefecture) and Kesen-numa (Miyagai Prefecture) and not farther than 50 miles from the shore.
The depth of the fishing ground was less than 450 m. The female measures 435 mm in total length
measured from the anterior end of the upper jaw (mouth closed) to the posterior tip of the 4th
caudal fin-ray (counted from top). The supposedly parasitic male fused at the anterior end to the
right side of the female (below the pectoral base, and near the mid-ventral line) is ca. 15 mm in
total length. These specimens have been deposited in Miyagiken Ken-hoku Suisan-Kagaku Hakubutsukan
(meaning prefectural fisheries museum for the northern part of Miyagi Prefecture}, Kesen-numa.

The female measures 276 mm in standard length. The following mesurements are given in
hundredths of the standarad length: -Length of head 49.6, greatest depth of body (at anterior end
of pectoral base) 52.2, greatest breadth of body (a short disatnce in advance of anterior margin of
gill-opening) 13.8, least depth of caudal p-eduncle 10.9, length of upper jaw 17.9, diameter of eye
Chorizontal) 1.1, least breadth of bony interorbital 4.7, length of visible portion of tentacle ca. 69.6%,
length of largest caruncle (on mid-dorsal line) 6.5, length of left caruncle 4.0, length of right caruncle
3.6, length of whip-shaped projection of esca 2.2.

D. I. 4 (all unbranched); A. 4 (2nd ray bifid); P. 15 on both sides (all unbranched); C. 8
(ii+4-+ii); V. absent.

The body is soft, compressed, and coalblack excepting for the fin-membranes and the most paft
of the tentacle. The fin-membranes are extremely thin and almost colorless. The main body of the
esca is coalblack and ellipsoid, and bears a pale whip-shaped appendage at its distal end and a few,
much shorter, pale appendages at the base of the former. The lining of the buccal cavity is
blackish. The lips are thick. There is a weak conical projection at the symphysis. The teeth of the
both jaws are arranged rather irregularly, mostly in 2 rows, the outer teeth being much smaller on
the lower jaw. Vomerine teeth are few in number; there are no teeth near the median line of the
vomer. The caruncles are 3 in number, the median one being the largest. They are each provided
with a pale pore on the distal surface. In front of the median caruncle is a pit; the disatnce between
them is a little smaller than the length of the right caruncle.

The skin is covered with extremely fine shagreen, and scattered with pale minute pits, each of
which is surrounded by a black ring. The left ovary is curved, directing its anterior end towards the
vent; the right ovary is stretching forwards lying ventrally to the alimentary canal. The eggs are
very small, measuring ca. 0.2-0.3 mm in diameter. »

The supposedly parasitic male measures ca. 12 mm in standard length. The following measure-
ments are given in hundredth of the standard length:. Greatest depth of body ca. 28.3, legnth of
head ca. 58.3 (left) and ca. 47.5 (right), greatest breadth of body ca. 16.7, least depth of caudal
peduncle ca. 8.3, diameter of eye ca. 6. 7, greatest depth of produced mouth part ca. 29.2.

The body is anteriorly cylindrical, and compressed posteriorly. The caudal fin is well developed
with a few fin-rays; the pectoral fin is distinct, but seems to be a shrunken whitish appendage; the
dorsal and anal fins are each represented by a very low whitish fold; the ventral fin is lacking. The
color in formalin is much lighter than in the female mentioned above, the snout, drosal part of head,
and fins being whitish; there is an indistinct vertical dark bar at the base of the caudal fin.

The eyes are comparatively much larger than in the female. The iris is white.

(Tokiharu ABe and Chikashi NAKAMURA)

* The writers have not dissected the back near the basal bone. The hind margin of the base of the
visible part of the tentacle is just above the anterior rim of the eye.




